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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE     
 

WELCOME 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 
and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by  
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN Take My Life, That I May Be        page 15 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE  
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us 
your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful 
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD  

 

FIRST READING  Jonah 3:10—4:11 
 

 

L: A reading from Jonah. 
 

When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 
upon them, and he did not do it. 
  But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the 
Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious 
and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from 
punishment. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me 
to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself 
there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
  The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the 
bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked 
the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, 
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he 
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he 
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the 
bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in 
a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that 
great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who 
do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?” 
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 145:1-8 
 

L: We pray the psalm responsively. 
  

I will exalt you, my God and king, 
  and bless your name forever and ever. 
 Every day will I bless you 
  and praise your name forever and ever. 
 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! 
  There is no end to your greatness. 
 One generation shall praise your works to another 
  and shall declare your power.  
 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
  and all your marvelous works. 
 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
  and I will recount your greatness. 
 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Amen. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                       Philippians 1:21-30 
 

L: A reading from Philippians. 
 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. I am hard pressed 
between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, but 
to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
faith, so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ 
Jesus because of me. 
 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence 
of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing.  
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For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of 
suffering for him as well, since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had 
and now hear that I still have. 
L: The word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went 
out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 
And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said 
to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one 
has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their 
pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received a denarius. Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’  
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But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 
with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this 
last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, 
and the first will be last.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

SERMON Pastor Stephen Bohannon 

 
The assembly stands.  

HYMN OF THE DAY There's a Wideness in God's Mercy page 16 
  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
  

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.   
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The pastor invites the assembly into prayer. 
 

P: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident  
that God hears us.  

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 
L:  Hear us, O God.   C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
C: Amen. 
 
PEACE  
  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
  

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 
 

The assembly is seated. 

OFFERING  Tandi Tanga Jesus  
Choir 

arr. Ellingboe       

 

The assembly stands.  
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OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 182 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth 
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use  
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always.  
C: Amen. 
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              P:                          C:  

MEAL  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE  
 

Pastor begins, “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, “…we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.  
C: Amen.  
The assembly is seated. 
 



13 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine.  
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and 
kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving 

communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:   

The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.      
  

COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant    
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

page 17 
page 18   
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The assembly stands. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.    
C: Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy 
and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be  
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
C: Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God!  page 19 
  

DISMISSAL 
P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
POSTLUDE     
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Take My Life, That I May Be, ELW 583 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 2 
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  There's a Wideness in God's Mercy, ELW 588  
- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Return to page 8 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant, ELW 659 
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God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending, ELW 678 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 14 
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 Rise Up, O Saints of God!, ELW 669 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming. 

License 20449989 Size B. All rights reserved.  Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from  
“Sundays and Seasons.” 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY ~ 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the 
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no 
matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about 
punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and 
merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is 
freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all 
beggars. 

 

For upcoming events and announcements, please visit www.stmatthewsva.org 
Scan the QR code below to access the St. Matthew’s calendar. 

   
 
 

 
 

Give online to St. Matthew’s—your offerings support the mission of the church  
and allow us to respond to the needs of our congregation and community  

locally, nationally, and internationally. Scan the QR code below to donate. 
 

 

  

Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 
Pastor Stephen Bohannon                     sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 

Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                               klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    

Pianist: Kaia McDonald                   

Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                           stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Congregation Council President: Cindy Schmitt  councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org 
Lector:  Darryl Lundgren    
Tech Volunteers: Jen Block, Joyce Forbes, Tom Meier, Finn Riley  
Ushers:  Dave Carr, Mark Victorson  
Altar Guild: Libby Hafez, Sirpa Quinn 


