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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE     
 

WELCOME 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.   
C:  Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.   
C:  Amen. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN  Evening and Morning   page 16 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C:  And also with you. 
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P: 

KYRIE – sung in unison 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us 
to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from 
fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD  

 

FIRST READING  1 Kings 19:9-18 
 

 

L: A reading from First Kings. 
 

At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for 
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is 
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the 
wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and 
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound 
of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went 
out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for 
the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they 
are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your 
way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king 
over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you 
shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your 
place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever 
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not 
kissed him.” 
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 



5 
 

PSALM Psalm 85:8-13 
 

L: We pray the psalm responsively. 
 

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts 
to you. 
 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 
  and our land will yield its increase. 
 Righteousness shall go before the Lord 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway. Amen. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                       Romans 10:5-15 
 

L: A reading from Romans. 
 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 
person who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes 
from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, 
to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring 
Christ up from the dead). But what does it say?  

“The word is near you,  
in your mouth and in your heart”  

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), because if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one 
confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. The scripture says, “No one who 
believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For 
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  
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But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? 
As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
L: The word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.      
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the 
Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 
there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, 
for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward 
them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
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  Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 
and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, 
and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

SERMON Pastor Stephen 

 
The assembly stands.  

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord of All Hopefulness     page 17 
  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
  

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.   
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM  
 

Karen Lucy Gundel 
 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    
C:  Amen.  
 

P: In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining 
us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a 
fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and 
made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the 
communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
 

P: Karen, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you 
desire to be baptized into Christ?    
R: I do. 
 

P: As you have come to receive the gift of holy baptism, you are called to live in the 
vocation of your baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of 
God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of Christ in word 
and deed, to serve all people following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth.  Do you intend to continue in the covenant that God 
makes with you in Holy Baptism? 
R:  I do. 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Karen and pray for her in her 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his Church?    
C:  We do. 
 

P: Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You 
are the fire of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe 
life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the 
world may know your peace and truth.   
C: Amen. 
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Baptism 
P: Karen, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

P: May you evermore be clothed with the righteousness of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, for whose sake God has now made you his child and promises you the 
fullness of the new life.  Peace be with you. 
 

The Sign of the Cross 
P: Receive the sign of the Holy Cross, as a sign that through your baptism you are 
participating in the death and resurrection of Christ.  Through the cross you have 
been redeemed; in baptism you receive the fullness of this redemption; and 
henceforth you are called to take up your cross and follow after Christ. 
 

Presentation of the Light 
P: Jesus said, "Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven." 
 

Prayer and Blessing 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, you make light to shine out of darkness, you make 
new life to spring out of old, you make of all people one new race; we thank you for 
giving your Church the gracious gift of Baptism, and that you have seen fit to 
welcome Karen into this gift of grace. As you have loved her from the beginning, so 
continue to protect and guide her.  May she be a loyal disciple of Jesus Christ. As 
members of the church, help us to support her life within our fellowship.   
 

C: Whether we are young or old, we ask together that you will make our 
baptism real and new every day, so that we may live together in the joy and 
power of the Holy Spirit, and at last live forever in your presence, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God send you his light and truth to keep you all the days of your life.  
The hand of God protect you; his presence accompany you.  God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, cause his grace to be mighty upon you.   
C: Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The pastor invites the assembly into prayer. 
 

P: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in  
need, and all of God’s creation.  

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 
L:  Merciful God,   C:  receive our prayer. 

 

P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask 
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
C: Amen. 
 

PEACE  
  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
  

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 
 

The assembly is seated. 

OFFERING  Is There Anybody Here Who Loves My Jesus 
Choir 

      

 

The assembly stands.  
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OFFERTORY We Are an Offering ELW 692 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us  
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your  
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us 
now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
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P:  

P:  

P:  

C:  

MEAL  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE  
 

Pastor begins, “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, “…we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:” 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.  
C: Amen.  
The assembly is seated. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine.  
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and 
kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving 

communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:   

The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.      

  
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

The assembly stands. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.    
C: Amen. 
 

 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
Let Us Break Bread Together 

page 18 
page 19   
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts 
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  C: Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be  
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  C: Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN  Oh, Sing to the Lord: Cantad al Señor page 20 
  

DISMISSAL 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
POSTLUDE     
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Evening and Morning, ELW 761 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 2 
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 Lord of All Hopefulness, ELW 765 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Return to page 7 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

  Precious Lord, Take My Hand, ELW 773 
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  Let Us Break Bread Together, ELW 471 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 14 
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 Oh, Sing to the Lord: Cantad al Señor, ELW 822 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



21 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY ~ 
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of 
sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. 
Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to 
seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of 
scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace 
and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 
 
 
 

 

 
The Eternal Candle for the month of August 
is sponsored by Gaye & Deron DeCesare.  

In loving memory of Joe DeCesare 
 

The Altar Flowers for today  
are given by The Bortner Families. 

Celebrating the 17th wedding anniversary of Stephanie & Thomas Bortner  
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Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 
Pastor Stephen Bohannon                     sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 

Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                               klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    

Pianist: Justin Patrick                                                     

Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                           stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Congregation Council President: Cindy Schmitt  councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org 
Lector: Joyce Forbes   
Tech Volunteers: Jen Block, Mike Mazzucchi, Finn Riley, Dave Strand  
Ushers:  Dave Carr, Mark Victorson  
Altar Guild: Ashley Gaetano, Ellen Nelson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give online to St. Matthew’s—your offerings support the mission of the church  
and allow us to respond to the needs of our congregation and community  

locally, nationally, and internationally. Scan the QR code below to donate. 
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Coming up at St. Matthew’s: 
 

• The Summer Choir will continue to gather on Sunday mornings before the 
service throughout the summer—sign up on the St. Matthew’s SignUp Genius 
so that Kathy knows how many copies of the anthem she’ll need. 
  

• Our Fellowship Small Group meets next on Tuesday, August 11, at 7:00PM, 
when we will continue our study of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Discipleship. 
 

• Join us for our final Midweek Service of Evening Prayer this summer at 
7:00PM on Wednesday, August 12. We’ll have pizza to share, or pack a picnic 
dinner, and we’ll eat together before the service at 6:00PM. 
 

• Mark your calendar for St. Matthew’s Rally Day on September 13, 2026 – Rally 
Day includes the first day of Sunday School, Blessing of the Backpacks, and a 
Rally Day picnic featuring a Dessert Auction to benefit Rise Against Hunger. 
 

• Enroll your child in St. Matthew’s Youth Choir! Children will learn basic music 
reading skills, work on singing skills, enjoy musical games, and pray, sing, dance 
and rejoice together. Open to children in kindergarten through 8th grade. 
Rehearsals begin Monday, September 14, 2026. 
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For more upcoming events and announcements, please visit www.stmatthewsva.org 

 

 

 

Scan the QR code below to access the St. Matthew’s calendar. 
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