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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE     
 

WELCOME 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.   
C:  Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.   
C:  Amen. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN Praise and Thanksgiving page 14 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C:  And also with you. 
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P: 

KYRIE – sung in unison 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with 
firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that 
we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD  

 

FIRST READING  Daniel 3:8-18 
 

L: A reading from Daniel. 
 

Certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. They said to King 
Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! There are certain Jews whom you have 
appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. These men pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods, 
and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 
  Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego be brought in, so they brought those men before the king. 
Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that 
you do not serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set 
up? Now if you are ready, when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 
harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you should fall down and worship the 
statue that I have made. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown 
into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god who will deliver you out of my 
hands?” 
  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
have no need to present a defense to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let 
him deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your 
gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 
L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 34 
 

L: We pray the psalm responsively. 

  I will bless the Lord at all times; 
  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

  My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
  let the humble hear and be glad. 

  O magnify the Lord with me, 
  and let us exalt his name together. 

  I sought the Lord, and he answered me 
  and delivered me from all my fears. 

  Look to him, and be radiant, 
  so your faces shall never be ashamed. 

  This poor soul cried and was heard by the Lord 
  and was saved from every trouble. 

  The angel of the Lord encamps 
  around those who fear him and delivers them. 

  O taste and see that the Lord is good; 
  happy are those who take refuge in him. 

  O fear the Lord, you his holy ones, 
  for those who fear him have no want. 

  The young lions suffer want and hunger, 
  but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.  Amen. 
 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                       Romans 8:12-25 
 

L: A reading from Romans. 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh—for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of 
God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that 
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
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I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God, for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 
will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together as it suffers together the pains of labor, and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 
is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
L: The word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.      
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field, but while everybody was 

asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away.  So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.  And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed 

in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’  He answered, ‘An enemy 
has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 

 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 

with them.  Let both of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I 
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, 
but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached 

him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”   
He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the 

world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children 

of the evil one,  and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end 
of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up 
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and 

they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers,  and they will 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 
anyone with ears listen!” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

IT’S COOL IN THE FURNACE 
Presented by the St. Matthew’s Summer Music Campers of 2026 

By Buryl Red & 
Grace Hawthorne 

 
The assembly stands.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY Great Is Thy Faithfulness   page 15 
  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
  

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.   
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The pastor invites the assembly into prayer. 
 

P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,  
the world, and all of creation.  

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 
L:  God of grace,   C:  hear our prayer. 

 

P: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all 
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.  
C: Amen. 
 

PEACE  
  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
  

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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OFFERING       
 

The assembly stands.  
  

OFFERTORY We Are an Offering ELW 692 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us  
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your  
abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us 
now and forever. C: Amen. 
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P:  

P:  

P:  

C:  

MEAL  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE  
 

Pastor begins, “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, “…we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:” 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you.  
C: Amen.  
The assembly is seated. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine.  
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and 
kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving 

communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:   

The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.      

  
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

The assembly stands. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.    
C: Amen. 
 

    As the Grains of Wheat 
Bread of Life from Heaven 

page 16 
page 17   
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts 
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 
meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be  
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN On Our Way Rejoicing    page 18 
  

DISMISSAL 
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
POSTLUDE     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming. 
License 20449989 Size B. All rights reserved.  Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from  

“Sundays and Seasons.” 
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 Praise and Thanksgiving, ELW 689 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 2 



15 
 

 Great Is Thy Faithfulness, ELW 733 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Return to page 8 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

 As the Grains of Wheat, ELW 465 
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 Bread of Life from Heaven, ELW 474 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 12 



18 
 

 On Our Way Rejoicing, ELW 537 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY ~ 
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat 
and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we 
long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having 
both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, 
and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Altar Flowers for today 
are given by Diane Van Bavel. 

In memory of my beloved husband, Orland, who I will love forever and ever. 
 
 

The Eternal Candle for the month of July 
is sponsored by Corinne Doerr. 

In loving memory of Doug Doerr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give online to St. Matthew’s—your offerings support the mission of the church  
and allow us to respond to the needs of our congregation and community  

locally, nationally, and internationally. Scan the QR code below to donate. 
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Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 
Pastor Stephen Bohannon                     sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 

Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                               klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    

Pianist: Justin Patrick                                                     

Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                           stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Congregation Council President: Cindy Schmitt  councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org 
Lector: Linda Mazzucchi   
Tech Volunteers: Jen Block, Mike Mazzucchi, Chris Moessner 
Ushers:  Dave Carr, Mark Victorson  
Altar Guild: Libby Hafez, Joyce McFarland  
 
 
Coming up at St. Matthew’s: 

• The Summer Choir will continue to gather most Sunday mornings before the 
service throughout the summer—sign up on the St. Matthew’s SignUp Genius 
so that Kathy knows how many copies of the anthem she’ll need. 
  

• Mark your calendar for Midweek Services of Evening Prayer. Services will be 
held at 7:00PM on Wednesday, July 22, and Wednesday, August 12. Pack a 
picnic dinner and we’ll eat together before the service at 6:00PM. 

 

• Our Fellowship Small Group meets next on Tuesday, July 28, at 7:00PM, when 
we will continue our study of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Discipleship. 

 

For more upcoming events and announcements, please visit www.stmatthewsva.org 

 

Scan the QR code below to access the St. Matthew’s calendar. 

   


