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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   We Know that Christ is Raised               Richard Proulx  
 

WELCOME 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.   
C:  Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN    Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation page 14 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C:  And also with you. 
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P: 

P: 

P: 

P: 

C: 

C: 

C: 

C: 

KYRIE – Pastor leads and the assembly responds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: 

C: 
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HYMN OF PRAISE –   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the 
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, 
and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

TEMPLE TALK 
 
 

WORD  

 

FIRST READING  Acts 7:55-60 
 

 

L: A reading from Acts.  
 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged 
him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 

 

L: We pray the psalm responsively. 

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
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Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
 My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute 
me. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.” Amen. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                       1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

L: A reading from First Peter. 
 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,”  
and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 
 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
L: The word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 14:1-14 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said 
to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you 
do not, then believe because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON Pastor Stephen Bohannon 
 

The assembly stands.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life page 15 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C:     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The pastor invites the assembly into prayer. 
 

P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken  
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.  

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 
L:  Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 

 
P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. C: Amen. 
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PEACE  
  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
  

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING  Wade in the Water  
Choir 

Trinkley    

The assembly stands.  
  

OFFERTORY   
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray.  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will 
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of 
Jesus, 
C: Amen. 
 
MEAL  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                      P:                C: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                          P:                   C: 
 
 
    
 

 
 

 
 
 

                          P: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                     
                         C: 

 
PROPER PREFACE  
 

Pastor begins, “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, “…we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:” 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.  
The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you.   
C: Amen.  
The assembly is seated. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine.  
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and 
kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving 

communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:   

The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.      

  
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

The assembly stands. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.    
C: Amen. 
 

 I Received the Living God 
Father, We Praise You  

page 16 
page 17    
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 
FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be  
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN You Are the Way page 18 
  

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
POSTLUDE   Christ is Alive! J. Wayne Kerr      
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 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation, ELW 645 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 2 
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Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life, ELW 816 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Return to page 8 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

 I Received the Living God, ELW 477 
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Father, We Praise You, LBW 267 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Return to page 12 
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 You Are the Way, ELW 758 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY ~ 
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise 
that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism 
commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a 
holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words 
and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

 
 
 

The Altar Flowers for today  
are given by Kristin Humphreys. 

In loving memory of Thomas and Virginia Altman, 
by Kristin, Robert, Amanda, and Tyler Humphreys  

 
A special Memorial Gift has been given by Diane Van Bavel. 

In memory of grandson, Jason Van Bavel, during his birth month,  
and in memory of his mother, Clare, who entered into eternity on February 21, 2026 

 
The Eternal Candle for the month of May 

is sponsored by Suzanne Lazar.   
In memory of Barry Lazar during his birthday month 

 
 
 
 

For upcoming events and announcements, please visit www.stmatthewsva.org. 

Use the QR code below to access the St. Matthew’s calendar. 
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Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 

 
Pastor Stephen Bohannon                                 sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 

Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                              klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    

Organist: Melvin Goodwyn                                                 organist@stmatthewsva.org    

Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                         stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Congregation Council President: Cindy Schmitt  councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org 

Lector: Pat Hartline 

Altar Guild: Barb Carr, Libby Hafez 

Tech Volunteers: Tom Meier, Rob Mouw, Dave Strand 

Ushers: Dave Carr, Mark Victorson  
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Give online to St. Matthew’s—your offerings support the mission of the church  
and allow us to respond to the needs of our congregation and community  

locally, nationally, and internationally. 
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