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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE   This Joyful Eastertide   arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

WELCOME 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.   
C:  Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we 
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright  page 17 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.    
C:  And also with you. 
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P: 

P: 

P: 

P: 

C: 

C: 

C: 

C: 

KYRIE – Pastor leads and the assembly responds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P: 

C: 
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HYMN OF PRAISE –   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and 
the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and 
receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

WORD  

 

FIRST READING  Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 

 

L: A reading from Acts.  
 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: “Fellow 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, 
as you yourselves know this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside 
the law. But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning 
him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be 
shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh 
will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One 
experience corruption. 
 You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness 
with your presence.’ 
  “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a 
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of 
his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of 
the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience 
corruption.’ 

“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
L: The word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM Psalm 16 
 

 

L: We pray the psalm responsively. 

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures  

forevermore. Amen. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                                                       1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

L: A reading from First Peter. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  
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In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various 
trials, so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, 
though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him, 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
L: The word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had 
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
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  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 
said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in 
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 
to believe.” 
  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may continue to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name. 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.    
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON Pastor Stephen Bohannon 
 

The assembly stands.  
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY We Walk by Faith page 18 
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 APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C:     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM  
 

Ava Marie LaRose 
Daughter of Meghan & Chris LaRose  

  
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    
C:  Amen.  
 

P: In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining 
us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a 
fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and 
made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the 
communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
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P: Ava, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you 
desire to be baptized into Christ?   R: I do. 
 

P: As you have come to receive the gift of holy baptism, you are called to live in the 
vocation of your baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the word of 
God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of Christ in word 
and deed, to serve all people following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth.  
 

P: Meghan and Chris, do you promise to help your daughter, Ava, grow in the 
Christian faith and life?  R:  We do. 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support Ava and pray for her in her 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his Church?     C:  We do. 
 

P: Blessed are you, holy God. You are the creator of the waters of the earth. You 
are the fire of rebirth. You poured out your Spirit on your people Israel. You breathe 
life into our dry bones. Your Son Jesus promised to send the Spirit to us that the 
world may know your peace and truth.  C: Amen. 
 

BAPTISM 
P: Ava Marie LaRose, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 

P: May you evermore be clothed with the righteousness of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, for whose sake God has now made you his child and promises you the 
fullness of the new life.  Peace be with you. 
 

THE SIGN OF THE CROSS 
P: Receive the sign of the Holy Cross, as a sign that through your baptism you are 
participating in the death and resurrection of Christ.  Through the cross you have 
been redeemed; in baptism you receive the fullness of this redemption; and 
henceforth you are called to take up your cross and follow after Christ. 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE LIGHT 
P: Jesus said, "Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, you make light to shine out of darkness, you make 
new life to spring out of old, you make of all people one new race; we thank you for 
giving your Church the gracious gift of Baptism, and that you have seen fit to 
welcome Ava into this gift of grace. As you have loved her from the beginning, so 
continue to protect and guide her.  May she be a loyal disciple of Jesus Christ.  As  
members of the church, help us to support her life within our fellowship.   
 

C: Whether we are young or old, we ask together that you will make our 
baptism real and new every day, so that we may live together in the joy and 
power of the Holy Spirit, and at last live forever in your presence, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God send you his light and truth to keep you all the days of your life.  
The hand of God protect you; his presence accompany you.  God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, cause his grace to be mighty upon you.   
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

The pastor invites the assembly into prayer. 
 

P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken  
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.  

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 
L:  Merciful God, C:  receive our prayer. 

 
P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news 
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. C: Amen. 
 
PEACE  
  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C:  And also with you. 
  

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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OFFERING  Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
Choir 

  Bruhn  

The assembly stands.  
 

  

OFFERTORY   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray.  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will 
hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
C: Amen. 
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MEAL  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                      P:                C: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

                          P:                   C: 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 
 
 

                          P: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                     
                         C: 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE  
 

Pastor begins, “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, “…we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:” 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.  
The body of Christ given for you.  The blood of Christ shed for you.   
C: Amen.  
The assembly is seated. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine.  
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and 
kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving 

communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:   

The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.      

  
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

The assembly stands. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.    
C: Amen. 
 

 The Peace of the Lord: La paz del Señor 
Come, Let Us Eat 

page 19 
page 20    
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be  
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN Thine the Amen  page 21 
  

 

DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God!   
 
POSTLUDE Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing    John Leavitt 
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That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright, ELW 384 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 2 



18 
 

We Walk by Faith, ELW 635 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Return to page 9 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

 The Peace of the Lord: La paz del Señor, ELW 646 
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Come, Let Us Eat, ELW 491 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to page 15 
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Thine the Amen, ELW 826 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



22 
 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY ~ 
In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of 
peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our 
Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout the 
coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the 
Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the 
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-

723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 20449989 Size B. All rights 
reserved.  Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from “Sundays and Seasons” 
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Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 

 
Pastor Stephen Bohannon                                 sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 

Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                              klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    

Organist: Melvin Goodwyn                                                 organist@stmatthewsva.org    

Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                        stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Congregation Council President: Cindy Schmitt  councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org 

Lector: Pat Hartline 

Altar Guild: Barb Carr, Kathy Meier, Cindy Schmitt  
Tech Volunteers: Mike Mazzucchi, Chris Moessner, Finn Riley 

Ushers: Dave Carr, Mark Victorson  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For upcoming events and announcements, please visit www.stmatthewsva.org. 

Use the QR code below to access the St. Matthew’s calendar. 
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The Altar Flowers for today  
are given by Gregory Brady, 

in celebration of the baptism of his granddaughter,  
Ava Marie LaRose 

 
The Eternal Candle for the month of April  

is sponsored by Susan Vanderzyl,   
in loving memory of Maxwell Vanderzyl 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Give online to St. Matthew’s—your offerings support the mission of the church  

and allow us to respond to the needs of our congregation and community  
locally, nationally, and internationally. 

 


