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GATHERING
WELCOME

PRELUDE Lord, Thee I Love with all My Heart Johann Alberti

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing page 14



APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lotd Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you.
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P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin
and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new
life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. C: Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD
FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14

L: A reading from Ezekiel.

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.”
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear
the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come
upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you
shall know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the
tour winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on
their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore
prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves
and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the
land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and
bring you up from your graves, O my people.
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I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 130

L: We pray the Psalm responsively.

Out of the depths
I cry to you, O Lord;
O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
If you were to keep watch over sins,
O Lotd, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.
I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plenteous redemption.
For the Lord shall redeem Israel
from all their sins. Amen.

SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11

L: A reading from Romans.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.



But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
— — I ! - - —
P | I i 7) 1 —

J Ld_c [ I

Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he 1is gra - cious and
,’? E— I I i N—t . | D 7 m—
!@v o & s ¢ s .{ - i—f " —

mer - ¢i - ful, slow to an - ger, and a - bound-ing in
N
)74

éal il i j‘ 1‘ [ | [ | i é} ©

stead - fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 11:1-45 [

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does
not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going
there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?
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Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this
wortld. But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” After
saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there
to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be
all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that
he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to

him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go,
that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was
still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the
house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man
from dying?”



Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. Jesus said, “T'ake away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the
glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that
you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his
tace wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did believed in him.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Pastor Stephen Bohannon
The assembly stands.
HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land page 15

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The pastor invites the assembly into prayer.

P: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.)

L: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C:And also with you.

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

The assembly stands.
OFFERTORY

Choir

“Peace be with you,” or similar words.

Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree

Create in Me a Clean Heart

Patterson
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus” name.

C: Amen.

MEAL
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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0
)"
0 oo "% oo o 9,9 °9s ,0o,
J — : \ :
P: Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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p:Let us  give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is ight to give our thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

Pastor begins, “1It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you...” Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, “...we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:”
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LLORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P:  Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. The body of Christ
given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.
C: Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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L.AMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Al who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine.
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and kneel at the
altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.

Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving communion at in-
person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:
The body of Christ given for you, the blood of Christ shed for yon.

COMMUNION HYMNS
What Wondrous Love Is This page 16
Precious Lord, Take My Hand page 17

The assembly stands.
PostT COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. C: Amen.
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PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the
body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the wotld, bearing

witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION

P: The Lotd bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and be

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service page 18

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Jesus Christ My Sure Defense Georg Sorge
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Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing, ELW 886
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2 My gra - cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He speaks, and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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Return to page 3



Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land, ELW 333
Refrain — All
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Return to page 8
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COMMUNION HYMNS
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What Wondrous Love Is This, ELW 666

when from death I'm free,

T'll sing on;
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink -ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, 1 will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, TI'll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
1 was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when I was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb 1 will sing; to God and to the Lamb,

and when from death I'm free,
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Precious Lord, Take My Hand, ELW 773
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1 Pre-cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 Whenmy way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv. - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious  Lord, lead me home.

Return to page 12
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Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service, ELW 712
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Introduction to the day:

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows
of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we
might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as
we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

The eternal candle for the month of March
is sponsored by the Moessner family,
In memory of David Moessner. ..

Today’s altar flowers are given by Greg Brady,
In memory of my mother, Buena Brady, on her birthday. ..

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-
723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 20449989 Size B. All rights
reserved. Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from “Sundays and Seasons
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Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s

Pastor Stephen Bohannon sbohannon@stmatthewsva.otg
Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren klundgren@stmatthewsva.org
Organist: Melvin Goodwyn organist@stmatthewsva.org
Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson stmatthews(@stmatthewsva.org

Congregation Council President: Cindy Schmitt councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org
Lector: Ron Trostel

Altar Guild: Barb Carr, Alyssa Riedl

Tech Volunteers: Jen Block, Rebecca Lucast, Tom Meier

Ushers: Dave Carr, Mark Victorson

Coming up at St. Matthew’s

e Our final midweek Evening Prayer in Lent service will be held this Wednesday—
the service is at 7:00PM with a soup supper before the service at 6:00PM. During
Lent, our midweek offerings will be going to Hope 4 Kids, an organization
supporting children in Namibia.

e The March Fellowship Lunch will be on Thursday, March 26™, at 12:00PM. We'll
be meeting for lunch at Madigan's Waterfront after Bible Study. Let us know
you're coming by signing up on the St. Matthew’s SignUp Genius.

e On March 29™ at 2:30PM the St. Matthew’s Book Group will discuss Project Hail
Mary by Andy Weir.

e Holy Week services will be held on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday the first
week of April at 700PM, and our Easter Sunday Services will take place at 6:30AM
and 10:00AM this year. The Easter Egg Hunt will start at 9:30AM.

For more upcoming events and announcements,
please visit www.stmatthewsva.org.

Use the QR code below to access the St. Matthew’s calendar.
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