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GATHERING
WELCOME

PRELUDE Comfort, Comfort Now My People Johann Pachelbel

The assembly stands.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy

endures forever.
C: Amen.

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us
trom our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that,
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow

into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life.

C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry page 15



APOSTOLIC GREETING

P: The grace of our Lotd Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE (HIGH VOICES, I; LOW VOICES, II)
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.
By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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WORD
FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-10
L: A reading from Isaiah.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear
of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what
his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge for
the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt
around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf
and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the
bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like
the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child
shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover
the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
L: We pray the Psalm responsively.

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;

that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.



Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.
Amen.

SECOND READING Romans 15:4-13

L: A reading from Romans.

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of
the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the
ancestors and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your name”;
and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord,
all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root
of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall
hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
v



GOSPEL ACCLLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.” ”” Now John wore clothing of
camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going
out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown
into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming
after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he
will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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The assembly is seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Pastor Stephen Bohannon
The assembly stands.
HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort Now My People page 16

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The pastor invites the assembly into prayer.

P: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.
(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.)
L: God of grace, C: hear our prayer.

P: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
C: Amen.



PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,
“Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING Stir Up Our Hearts Cherwien
Choir
The assembly stands.
OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Let us pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for

the world signs of your kingdom come.
C: Amen.

MEAL
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

OFOTOT

PROPER PREFACE

Pastor begins, “1t is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you..."” Here the pastor continues with the preface for the day, “...we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:”
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Hory, HoLy, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

12

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. The body of
Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.

C: Amen.
The assembly is seated.

LLAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine.
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and
kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully commmuned. Whether you are receiving
commmunion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:

The body of Christ given for you, the blood of Christ shed for yon.

COMMUNION HYMNS
All Earth Is Hopeful: Toda Ia tierra page 17
There's a Voice in the Wilderness page 18



The assembly stands.
PostT COMMUNION BILESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

C: Amen.

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

P: Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in
the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.
SENDING

BENEDICTION

P: The Lotd bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and be

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway page 19

DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Keep awake.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Jan Bender

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license
#A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 20449989 Size B. All rights
reserved. Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from “Sundays and Seasons
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On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry, ELW 249
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Comfort, Comfort Now My People, ELW 256
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straightshall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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call - ing us to true re- pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be- fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that wam - ing cry o - bey! Now pre - pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.

Return to page 9
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COMMUNION HYMNS
All Earth Is Hopeful: Toda Ia tierra, ELW 266
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1 Al earth is hope - ful, the Sav - ior comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun-tains and val - leys will have to be pre-pared;
4 We first saw Je - sus a ba - by in a crib.
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God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ry-bod-y free.
stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth.
clear ev-’ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!
Je - sus is with us, and ev-er sets us free.
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There's a Voice in the Wilderness, ELW 255
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Prepare the Royal Highway, ELW 264
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar- ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore -told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No moreshall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills Gods word!
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Introduction to the day:

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a
new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For
Christians be is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of
the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be

no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of Jobhn the Baptist to
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

The eternal candle for the month of December
is sponsored by Corinne Doerr,
In memory of Douglas Doerr. ..

The altar flowers are sponsored by
Katherine Nelson-Tracey & William Tracey, 111,
In honor of our four children. ..

A memorial gift has been given by Shelley Amato,
In memory of my mom, Carolyn Eaton, on her birthday. ..

Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s

Pastor: Stephen Bohannon sbohannon(@stmatthewsva.otrg
Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren klundgren@stmatthewsva.org
Organist: Melvin Goodwyn organist@stmatthewsva.org
Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson stmatthews(@stmatthewsva.org

Congregation Council President: Dave Strand ~ councilpresident@stmatthewsva.org
Lector: Ron Trostel

Altar Guild: Marcy & Dane Plaza

Tech Volunteers: Joyce Forbes, Tom Meier, Chris Moessner

Ushers: Dave Carr, Mike Fink, Mark Victorson, Eric Block

For upcoming events and annonncements,
please visit www.stmatthewsva.org
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