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DAILY PRAYER 
 

From the gathering around word and sacrament on the first day of the week, 
Christians are sent by God to continue their worship each day through lives of 
service. St. Paul's guidance to "pray without ceasing...  for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you" (1 Thess. 5:17-18) suggests that the Christian life is prayer: 
openness to the presence of God, responsiveness to the word of God, recognition 
that all of life is in Christ, and engagement in care for one another and for the whole 
creation. Daily prayer is a gift that nourishes growth toward living all of daily life in 
prayer. 
 
 Evening and morning are primary times for common prayer in various faith 
traditions. For Christians, Evening Prayer and Morning Prayer have an additional 
dimension, calling to mind Christ's passage through death to resurrection. As 
evening comes, we look to the light of Christ that scatters the darkness, even as we 
anticipate the great awakening of the resurrection. With the rising sun, we praise 
God for the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and we ask the Holy Spirit's help in taking 
up the cross to follow Jesus into another day. Night Prayer offers a time to 
acknowledge both the gifts and the failings of each day, and we commend ourselves 
and the whole world into God's hands as night comes. 
 
 Although the patterns for these times of common daily prayer are not uniform, they 
have several common features: the church's song, especially the singing of psalms; 
the reading of and reflection upon the scriptures; and prayers in a variety of forms. 
This basic pattern is often preceded by an opening, whether brief or extended, and 
concluded with the blessing of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FIRST READING                       Isaiah 9: 1-7 
 

L:  A reading from Isaiah. 
 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious 
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has 
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For 
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel 
for the fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. 
 

L:  The word of the Lord     
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                                Colossians 3:12-17 
 

L:  A reading from Colossians. 
 

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 

L:  The word of the Lord     
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

       O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 

 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 

 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  

      Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel.  
 

O come, O King of nations, come, 

O Cornerstone that binds in one: 

refresh the hearts that long for you; 

restore the broken, make us new.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                 Luke 1:68-79 
 

L:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.  C:  Glory to you O Lord. 
 

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke through the 
mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the 
hand of all who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has 
remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that 
we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by 
the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break 
upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace." 
 

L:  The Gospel of the Lord.   C:  Praise to you O Christ. 

Rejoice!          Rejoice! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    O come, Emmanuel 
 
 
 

 
 
O come, O Dayspring 

 
 

 
 

 

 

O come, O King of     
          nations come 

 

 

 

 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leader:  Go in Peace, Serve the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 


