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DAILY PRAYER

From the gathering around word and sacrament on the first day of the week,
Christians are sent by God to continue their worship each day through lives of
service. St. Paul's guidance to "pray without ceasing... for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you" (1 Thess. 5:17-18) suggests that the Christian life is prayet:
openness to the presence of God, responsiveness to the word of God, recognition
that all of life is in Christ, and engagement in care for one another and for the whole
creation. Daily prayer is a gift that nourishes growth toward living all of daily life in

prayer.

Evening and morning are primary times for common prayer in various faith
traditions. For Christians, Evening Prayer and Morning Prayer have an additional
dimension, calling to mind Christ's passage through death to resurrection. As
evening comes, we look to the light of Christ that scatters the darkness, even as we
anticipate the great awakening of the resurrection. With the rising sun, we praise
God for the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and we ask the Holy Spirit's help in taking
up the cross to follow Jesus into another day. Night Prayer offers a time to
acknowledge both the gifts and the failings of each day, and we commend ourselves
and the whole world into God's hands as night comes.

Although the patterns for these times of common daily prayer are not uniform, they
have several common features: the church's song, especially the singing of psalms;
the reading of and reflection upon the scriptures; and prayers in a variety of forms.
This basic pattern is often preceded by an opening, whether brief or extended, and
concluded with the blessing of God.



Holden Evening Prayer

1. SERVICE OF LIGHT
Procession

Setting by Marty Haugen

A Leader:
17 _
b :
&) ot
Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world;
A__l Al |
7 1 h:t
e r— .
v Cea
the light no darkness can 0 - ver - come;
N i Leader:
\J Dl
e
Stay with us now, for it is evening,
N | All: :
LV A4 1
g (o — o 2
e

and the day is

al - most over.

A Leader: =
|
Lg r =
e
Let your light scat - ter the darkness,
N1 Al 2  poco .
!; 1 7 T T i ‘i
5 o 1 [ B o
J V-
and shine within your peo-ple here.




Evening Hymn
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Evening Thanksgiving
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It is right to give God

thanks and praise.

Leader: Blessed are you, Creator of the universe—from old you have led
your people by night and day. May the light of your Christ make
our darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are the light
of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation.
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hear my voice when I cry to you.
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(Silence for meditation)

Leader: May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may
your presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all
creation, we might sing your praise and your love in our lives.

All: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 9: 1-7
L: A reading from Isaiah.

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light has
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel
for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom.

I.: The word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Colossians 3:12-17
L: A reading from Colossians.

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

L: The word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O come, O King of nations, come,

O Sun of justice, now draw near. O Cornerstone that binds in one:
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, refresh the hearts that long for you;
and death's dark shadow put to flight. restore the broken, make us new.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel. shall come to you, O Israel.
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:68-79

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. C: Glory to you O Lord.

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke through the
mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be saved from our enemies and from the
hand of all who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has
remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that
we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and
righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by
the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break
upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace."”

L: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ.
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Leader: The Light shines in the darkness

All: and the darkness has not overcome it.

The Annunciation
Luke 1: 26-28, 30-32, 38

Leader: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman
whose name was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly
favored, for God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name
shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.”” And Mary
said, *‘I am the servant of my God, I live to do your will.”
(immediately to ‘“The Magnificat”)

The Magnificat
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3. LITANY

AND PRAYERS
All:

Repeat continuously
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peace be-tween na-tions, for peace be-tween peo-ples:

us who are gath-ered to wor-ship and praise you:
all of your ser-vants who live out your gos - pel:

all those who gov-ern, that jus-tice might guide them:
all those who la-bor in ser-vice to oth-ers:

8. Grant weath-er that nour-ish- es all of cre - a- tion:
9. Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from dan-ger:

10. For

all the be-lov-ed who rest inyour mer-cy:
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Leader: Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and
life, give to your people the peace that passes all understanding,
and the will to live your Gospel of mercy and justice, through

All:

Leader:

All:

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your Kingdom
come: your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.




Final Blessing
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Leader: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.



