
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing 
gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical 
call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming 
one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our 
voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in 
order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace. 
 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 

PRELUDE   Behold, a Rose Breaks Into Bloom Johannes Brahms    
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The assembly stands. 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 
Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy 
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

HYMN All Earth is Hopeful page 14  
 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE – Pastor leads and the assembly responds. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

                             Come Now, O Prince of Peace                ELW 247 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORD 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

L: A reading from Isaiah. 

 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 
her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the 
Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be 
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
people shall see it together, For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the 
breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the 
flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, 
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O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of 
good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, 
the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and 
his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM Psalm 85 
  

Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 

Psalm Tone  
 

 
 
You have been gracious to your | land, O LORD; 
  you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob. 
 You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people 
  and blotted out | all their sins. 
 I will listen to what the LORD | God is saying; 
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 
 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell | in our land. R 
 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 
  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 
 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 
 The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 
  and our land will | yield its increase. 
 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 
  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R  
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SECOND READING                                                                              2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 

L: A reading from Peter. 
 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to 
be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 
elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
     Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him 
at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 1:1-8 
 

 

P: The Gospel according to Mark.    
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 
way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight,’ ” John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, 
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with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.     
C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
 
 
 
 

SERMON  Pastor Stephen Bohannon 
 

 
The assembly stands.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Comfort, Comfort 
Now My People 

page 15 

 

 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

P: With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 
who await God’s day of restoration. 
 

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 
 

A: Merciful God,  C: Receive our prayer. 
 

P: Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great 
and everlasting mercy.  C: Amen. 
 

PEACE 
  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.   
C: And also with you. 
 

You are invited to greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say,  
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING Stay Awake, Be Ready 

Youth Choir 

Christopher Walker 

 

The assembly stands.  
 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. God our provider,  
C:   by your merciful hand 
abundance springs up from the earth.  
Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty.  
Let them be a sign of your steadfast love 
and faithfulness for all people,  
through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 
 
MEAL 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPER PREFACE  
 

Pastor begins, “It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise…”  Here the pastor continues with the preface for 
the day, “…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:” 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P: In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your place at the 
table. The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.     
C: Amen.  
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine. 
Communion will be distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and 

kneel at the altar to receive the bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. 
Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving 

communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion at home, we extend to you:  
The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.     
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LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
page 16 
page 17 

 
The assembly stands. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.   
C:  Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray.  Generous God,  
in bread and cup you have revealed your glory  
for all people to see together.  
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim  
your good news of liberation and release,  
brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to 

you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.    
C: Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway page 18              
 

DISMISSAL 
 

A: Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE Hark, the Glad Sound!   arr. David Cherwien   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB130973; 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright 

License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 20449989 Size B. All rights reserved.  Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies from 
“Sundays and Seasons” 
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All Earth is Hopeful, ELW 266  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
return to page 2 
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Comfort, Comfort Now My People, ELW 256 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

return to page 8 
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COMMUNION HYMNS                     
Of the Father’s Love Begotten, ELW 295 
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming, ELW 272 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

return to page 12 
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Prepare the Royal Highway, ELW 264 
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Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 
 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Stephen Bohannon                  sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 
Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                                       klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    
Organist: Melvin Goodwyn                                                             organist@stmatthewsva.org    
Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson                                  stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org    
Tech Volunteers: Dave Strand, Chris Moessner, Mike Mazzucchi, Kate Strand 
Lector: Keith Cotner 
Ushers:  Dave Carr, Mike Fink, Mark Victorson 
 

Church Council Members:   
Gaye DeCesare – President            Darryl Lundgren – Treasurer   
Keith Kuhn – Finance & Stewardship Chair      Pat Hartline – Financial Secretary  
Gretchen Wilcox – Christian Education Chair   Emily Hess – Day School Chair   
Dick Gullickson – Secretary, Fellowship Chair     Angela Allen – Evangelism Chair 
Bruce Leiby – Vice President, Property Chair     
Mark Victorson – Social Ministry Chair 
Denise Riley – Worship & Music Chair  
     

   
 
 
 

We welcome children of all ages to engage in worship with us.      
If you find you need to step out, we have an unstaffed nursery 

 located in the office hallway,  past the restrooms.   
We ask parents to please remain with your children.   

 
 
 

St. Matthew's services are live streamed and recorded  
to document the vibrant life of our church.     

If you do not wish to be included, please notify an usher  
and they can show you to seats     

where inclusion in the video is greatly reduced.    
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For more announcements and upcoming events,  
please go to our website at www.stmatthewsva.org 

 
 
TODAY – Sunday School will meet following the worship service.  
 
Join us for the second and final Photo Booth session after worship, from 11:15am-
1:15pm. We want to update our church directory and we need YOU. 
 
The St. Matthew’s Book Group will discuss Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver 
at St. Matthew’s at 2:30PM. 
 
Middle School Youth Group with Pastor Stephen meets tonight at 6:00PM. 
 
ONGOING – We are accepting donations to purchase gift cards for children and youth 
in Prince William County foster care programs through today, December 10th. Look for 
the Christmas tree display in the narthex.  
 
DECEMBER 13, 20 – You’re invited to our midweek Evening Prayer services at 
7:00PM on Wednesdays during Advent. There will be a soup supper at 6PM in the 
narthex prior to worship. 
 
DECEMBER 19 – Come and help us decorate the church for the Christmas season! 
Sign up on the St. Matthew’s SignUp Genius. We’ll begin at 7:00PM. 
 
DECEMBER 24 – Christmas Eve worship services will be held at 5:00PM and 
8:00PM.  
 
DECEMBER 25 – Join us for Christmas Day worship service at 10:00AM.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


