
INTRODUCTION 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a 
landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. When God 
changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and 
merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As 
Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE                                                   There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                                       arr. Ron Nelson                                                       
  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P:  In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
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P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God 
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

-Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  Most merciful God, 
C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our 
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
GATHERING HYMN -Please stand 

                                                                                  Lord of All Hopefulness                                                           ELW 765 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  
 

KYRIE     Pastor leads and the assembly responds  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN OF PRAISE (High Voices, I; Low Voices, II) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

P:  Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we 

cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.      

  -Please share a sign of peace with those around you .   

   -Please be seated. 

 



FIRST READING                           Jonah 3:10--4:11 

A reading from the Prophet Jonah, the third and fourth chapters… 

When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 

about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not 

this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew 

that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent 

from punishing. And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And 

the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, 

and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 

city. 

 The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him 

from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God 

appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east 

wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, 

“It is better for me to die than to live.” 

 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to 

die.” Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did 

not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 

that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their 

right hand from their left, and also many animals?”    

   The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM 145 

We pray the psalm responsively… 
        I will exalt you, my God and king, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 

 Every day will I bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 

  There is no end to your greatness. 

 One generation shall praise your works to another 

  and shall declare your power.  

 I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 

  and all your marvelous works. 

 They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 

  and I will recount your greatness. 

 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 

 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 



SECOND READING                                       Philippians 1:21-30 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, the first chapter… 
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do 
not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that 
I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in 
your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am 
absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one 
mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of 
their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege 
not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—since you are having the same struggle that 
you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION -Please stand. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                      Matthew 20:1-16 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 20th chapter...    C: Glory to you, O Lord.     
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found 
others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 
and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked 
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I 
not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the 
last will be first, and the first will be last.”    

Holy Words, Holy Wisdom. Praise to you, O Christ.   



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE         
 

MESSAGE                                       Pastor Stephen Bohannon 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY -Please stand.   
                                                                                O Jesus, I Have Promised                                                          ELW 810 
                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION -Please stand, sit, or kneel for the prayers. 

P:  Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the needs of 

our neighbors.    

(A brief silence is kept; each petition ends with the response.) 
A: Merciful God. C: Receive our prayer. 

 
P:  Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in 
your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
OFFERING    We give thanks to God by offering the gifts we have been given for the sake of the world. We 
invite you to place your donations in the plate as it is passed. Donations can also be made online at 
stmatthewsva.org/give. Your offerings go toward the mission of the church and allow us to respond to the 
needs of our congregation and community locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 
OFFERTORY                                                                 For the Least                                                                       arr. Wold 

Choir 
 
OFFERING SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER   
P: God of power, God of plenty, 

C:  all things belong to you.  

We bring your gifts to the table,  

that all might be fed. 

Form us into the body of your Beloved,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those  
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:  Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 
 The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION     
    -Please be seated. 
All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine. Communion will be 
distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and kneel at the altar to receive the 
bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Know that if you only take the bread that 
you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving 
communion at home, we extend to you: The body of Christ given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.      
 
LAMB OF GOD  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS                                                          

                                                                        Great God, Your Love Has Called Us                                              ELW 358 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                       In the Singing                                                                       ELW 466 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING    

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P:  Blessed be your name, O God,  

for we have feasted on your Word,  

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.  

Strengthened by this food,  

send us to gather the world to your banquet,  

where none are left out and  

all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN  -Please stand.                                                              

                                                                           Will You Let Me Be Your Servant                                                 ELW 659 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. God is at work in you.  

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE*                                        Prelude and Fughetta in G Major                                                J. K. F. Fischer                                          

 
*During the postlude, you are invited to exit the sanctuary or sit and enjoy the musical offering. 

 

 
 

We welcome children of all ages to engage in worship with us.     
If you find you need to step out, we have an unstaffed nursery located in the office hallway,   

past the restrooms.  We ask parents to please remain with your children.  
 

St. Matthew's services are live streamed and recorded to document the vibrant life of our church.   
If you do not wish to be included, please notify an usher and they can show you to seats   

where inclusion in the video is greatly reduced.  
 
 

 Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, 

podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming 

License 20449989 Size B. All rights reserved.  Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies From “Sundays and Seasons”. 



Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Stephen Bohannon           sbohannon@stmatthewsva.org 

Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren                                                                   klundgren@stmatthewsva.org    
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Lector: Peggy Heffernan 
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Church Council Members:   

  Gaye DeCesare – President     Keith Kuhn – Finance & Stewardship Chair   

  Gretchen Wilcox – Christian Education Chair  Dick Gullickson – Secretary, Fellowship Chair   

  Angela Allen – Evangelism Chair    Emily Hess – Day School Chair   
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  Pat Hartline – Financial Secretary   

 

The Eternal Candle for the month of September is sponsored by the People of St. Matthew’s, 

We thank God for his mercy, and all the blessings he has bestowed; 

 we are drinking from our saucer because our cup has overflowed… 

 

 

For more announcements and upcoming events, please go to our website at www.stmatthewsva.org 

 

TODAY – Sunday School classes meet following our 10:00 worship service: 

• Sunday School classes for PreK (3-year-olds) - 6 grades. Meeting upstairs in the Blue and Yellow 

Classrooms. 

• Sunday School Class for 7th and 8th grades. Meeting upstairs in Rooms 9 and 10, the large classroom. 

• Sunday School Class for High School Youth. Meeting in the basement. 

• Adult Parenting Class.  Parents, grandparents, and caregivers of all ages of children are welcome. We 
will discuss a current article or a reading from a parenting book to begin our discussion each 
week.  Meeting upstairs. 

• Sunday morning Adult Bible Study. We will meet in the sanctuary during the Sunday School time.  
  

SEPTEMBER 28 – The September Fellowship Luncheon will be held at First Watch, Smoketown Station, at 

11:30AM. Please RSVP on the St. Matthew’s SignUp Genius by Tuesday, September 26th! 
 

OCTOBER 7 - Join St Matthew's at the annual iWALK for ACTS festival fundraiser on Saturday, October 7, 2023. 

See Rob Mouw for more information. 
 

OCTOBER 15 – The St. Matthew’s Book Group will travel West with Giraffes to discuss Lynda Rutledge’s novel 

at St. Matthew’s at 2:30 pm.  
 

OCTOBER 29 – Photo Booth Sunday: Join us Sunday, October 29 from 11am-1pm at the church for the Mirror 

Photo Booth. Bring the whole family to update our church directory and Hallway Photo Wall. Contact Angela 

Allen for more information.  


