Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
December 24, 2021
7:00pm & 10:00pm

Introduction
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the longpromised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God
through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news
for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the
light of Christ with the whole world.
PRELUDE

Pastorale from the Christmas Concerto, Op. 6 no. 7

Arcangelo Corelli
arr. C. van Graan

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP
P: For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given.
C: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
P: We begin our worship this holy night in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS - ~ Please stand, sit, or kneel for Confession. Silence is kept for reflection.
P: He was named Jesus, for he saves God's people from their sins. He was named Emmanuel, for through him
God is with us. He is the Word of God incarnate. Gathered in his name, let us confess our sin against God
and neighbor.
- Silence for reflection
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P: Gracious God,
C: in Christ Jesus you came among us as a light shining into the darkness of the world. We confess our
failure to be led by your light. Forgive us and renew our hope, so we may live in the light of your grace,
and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord.
P: I bring to you good news of great joy for all the people: To you is born this day in the city of David, a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord; in him all your sins are forgiven. Amen
O Come, All Ye Faithful, Verses 1 & 3
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INVOCATION
P: The Word of God was made flesh and dwelt among us full of truth and grace.
C: O come let us adore him.
P: May the light, the peace and the hope of Christ be with you.
C: And also with you.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

7pm: Sienna Lambert, Chloe Ouellette
10pm: Pat Hartline
We praise you, O God, for the light you bring, from even before you were born. As we light the candles of this
wreath and the center Christ candle, keep us mindful that they all point back to you, and your love, light,
peace and joy. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may find the Christ that is in us all. Grant this through
Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
He Came Down
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray… Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that
here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
THE PEACE
P: For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given. And his name is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, and of the increase of his rule and peace there will be no end. May his
peace be with you this night and always.
C: And also with you. ~ Please share a sign of God’s peace with those around you.
~Please be seated
ANTHEM 7 & 10 pm - Senior Choir

Christ is Born!

Miller

FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do
this.
The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God.
On Christmas Night
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GOSPEL
Luke 2:1-20
nd
The holy Gospel according to Luke the 2 chapter… Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Word of God, words of life; Praise to you, O Christ
A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Pastor Kirsten Laderach, Interim

Go Tell It on the Mountain
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THE PRAYERS
P: Glory to God in the highest,
C: and peace to God’s people on earth.
P: Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.
C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.
P: Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love.
C: Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people.
P: Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age.
C: Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely, or homeless.
P: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.
C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.
P: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all the
world. Amen
RECEPTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offering We give thanks to God by offering the gifts we have been given for the sake of the world. In lieu of
passing the offering plate, we invite you to place your donations in the plate as you leave the sanctuary, or
donate online at stmattewsva.org/give. Your offerings go toward the mission of the church and allow us to
respond to the needs of our congregation and community.
MUSIC AT THE OFFERING

7pm: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
10pm: Some Children See Him (duet)

arr. Mark Hayes & Marvin Gaspard
Alfred Burt/Wihla Hutson

OFFERING SONG ~Please stand
What Feast of Love
ELW 487 (tune Greensleeves)
What feast of love is offered here; what banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given!
OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Blessed are you,
C: O God of all creation. Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. Receive our offerings, and
nourish us at your holy table, that your Word may take flesh in our lives; for the sake of Him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is right and proper that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord,
Holy Father, through Christ our Lord. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened
the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory; that, beholding the God made visible, we may
be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: In the night in which he was betrayed…
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: So, come to this table, You who have much faith and you who would like to have more. You who have
been to this sacrament often, and you who have not been for a long time. You who have tried to follow
Jesus, and you who have failed. Come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. These are the gifts of
God for the people of God.
Amen.
COMMUNION ~Please be seated~ All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive
the bread and wine. In lieu of coming forward to the chancel to receive communion, please remain seated
and receive communion from your pew. Know that if you only take the bread that you have fully communed.
Whether you are receiving communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving communion
at home, we extend to you: The body of Christ given for you. And the blood of Christ shed for you.

Lamb of God

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood strengthen and unite
us now and forever. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray… Gracious God,
C: we thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. As we have
shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
P: A Gospel reading from John 1:1-9
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
Arise and shine, you people of God, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For behold darkness shall cover the earth and a thick darkness the people; but the Lord will rise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come unto your light, and kings to the brightness of
your rising.
Jesus said, I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light
of life. The light of Christ is shining in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.

Silent Night, Holy Night!

ELW281

PRAYER
P: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on
earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory;
through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God
now and forever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P: The child is born! Alleluia!
P: Emmanuel! Our God has come among us!

P: Go on your way and leave this place rejoicing, spreading the Good News wherever you go, sharing God's
love and promise with all whom you meet. And may the love of our Creator, the joy of the Spirit, and the
peace of the Christ-child be with you this Christmas and evermore. Amen!
DISMISSAL
P: Christ the Lord is born! Glory to God in the highest!
C: Peace to God’s people on earth.
POSTLUDE*
In Dulci Jubilo
James Woodman
*During the postlude, you are invited to exit the sanctuary or sit and enjoy the musical offering.
☩☩☩☩☩

☩☩☩☩☩

Merry
Christmas!
We warmly welcome our visitors and guests.
We invite you to join us again throughout
the year. We gather each Sunday for
worship at 10:00 am. Come, experience the
joy and peace of Jesus Christ year round.
The Staff of St. Matthew’s and the
congregational council extend to members,
families, and friends their best wishes for a
blessed and joyous Christmas season and a
Christ-filled New Year.

☩☩☩☩☩

☩☩☩☩☩

☩☩☩☩☩

☩☩☩☩☩

☩☩☩☩☩

☩☩☩☩☩

Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s
Interim Pastor: Rev. Kirsten Laderach
kladerach@stmatthewsva.org
Music/Choir Director: Kathy Lundgren
klundgren@stmatthewsva.org
Organist: Melvin Goodwyn
mmgoodwyn@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson
stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org
Strings: Eugene and Kate Dovgalyuk
Piano: Courtney Chamberlin Fetchko
Percussion: Deron and Gaye DeCesare
Duet: Doug Baumgardt, Kathy Lundgren
Lector: Angela Allen
Ushers: Angela Allen, Mike Craighead
Tech Volunteers: Chris Moessner, Steve Payne, Joyce Forbes, Lacey Minihan
☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩
For announcements and upcoming events, please go to our website at www.stmatthewsva.org.
The church office will be closed Monday, December 27th, and Friday, December 31st.
All contributions must be received by close of business on Friday, December 31st to be credited toward your
2021 giving statement. The offerings received on Sunday, January 2, 2022 will be credited to your 2022 Giving.
Sunday, December 26th, 10:00am, A Service of Lessons and Carols – The Story of the Birth of Jesus Christ
Plan to join us for Sunday school classes at St. Matthew’s in 2022! There will be weekly classes for ages PreKAdult beginning January 9th on Sunday mornings from 11:15-noon. For more information, please check the
Faith Formation page on our website (www.stmatthewsva.org/faithformation) or contact Gretchen Wilcox
at gretchenwilcox@verizon.net.
Saturday, January 22nd, 7:00am-11:30am, St. Matthew’s will be hosting another life-saving blood drive in the
fellowship hall. Sign up today for your slot to donate at https://bit.ly/StMatthews0122
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