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April 11, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
12351 All Saints Place    Woodbridge, VA 22192 

703-494-3090    www.stmatthewsva.org 
 
 

PRELUDE                 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight                                          arr. James Biery 

                                    
WELCOME AND INVOCATION 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer; 
our light and our salvation.  Amen. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
  Silence for reflection 
P: We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 

tears to joy. 
 We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our 

thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.  Breathe 
your peace on your Church when we hide in fear.  Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life.  Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower 
us with life. 

 To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

 
GATHERING HYMN             Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!                                 ELW 382 v. 1, 2, 4 
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INVOCATION 
P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!                            
C:  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
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HYMN OF PRAISE                      `            ACS Setting 12, verse 1 
 

 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, 

enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.       
       ~ Please share a sign of peace with those around you 
 
FIRST READING                     Acts 4:32-35 
     The first lesson is a reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 4th chapter… 
     32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There 
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was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
        The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING        1 John 1:1--2:2 
The first reading is from the First John, the 1st chapter… 

T1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, 
what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and 
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed 
to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and 
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our 
joy may be complete. 
  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not 
do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
        The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God. 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
THE GOSPEL                  John 20:19-31 
        The holy Gospel, according to John, the 20th chapter… Glory to you, O Lord. 
 19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name.             
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 Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
MESSAGE   
 
HYMN                                              Touch That Soothes and Heals       ACS 939 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 

hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
  A brief silence. 
A: You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart it 

testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love.  
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation. 

Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your whole 
creation the promise of new life.  

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of your 

love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe 
upon them the Holy Spirit . 

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or confused, 

those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve, especially those of our 
congregation with special needs…  and those we now name before you…  Grant them strength, peace and 
hope.  

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous Spirit, that 

we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or 
afraid. 

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
A: You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community of St. Matthews. Shine the light of the 

risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete. 
  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY  ANTHEM                            When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                     Doug Baumgardt 

Hammered Dulcimer, Guitar and Vocals 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Let us pray…  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
 Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 

sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

FIRST COMMUNION PART I 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   ~Spoken 
P:  The Lord be with you.                            
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts.                                 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
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C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is our duty and delight…  and join their unending hymn. 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you our thanks and praise, for you are our 
 God, and we are the creatures of your hand. Your eternal love and endless grace have 
 broken into the darkness of our sinful world and broken lives. Even when we are  
 unfaithful to you; your love remains steadfast.  And so we join with all the voices of heaven singing:  
 
HOLY HOLY HOLY           ACS Setting 12 

 
 
 Blessed is your own beloved son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, whom you sent to save us.  He came with 

compassion in his heart; wisdom and truth in his words; and healing in his touch; So great was his love that 
his very life was wounded and broken for our sin. His life was filled with humility and mercy and peace; yet 
the world met him with suspicion, violence and even death on a cross. By your divine power, he broke free 
from the darkness of death; and at his command the very gates of hell were opened. He who was once 
overcome by death now lives. 

        We give you thanks and praise that our Lord Jesus, on the night before he died,      
     took bread, and after giving thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,   

          saying:  Take this and eat.  This is my body, given for you.   
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C: Do this in remembrance of me. 
     In the same way he took the cup, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the    
 forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it,  

C: Do this in remembrance of me. 
   Therefore, remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this wine from among 

the gifts of creation that you have given us, and we celebrate with joy the salvation you won for us in Jesus 
Christ.   

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, that we who receive the 

Lord’s body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints 
in light. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER      
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
FIRST COMMUNION PART II 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  Come, eat and be satisfied.   Amen. 

BE KNOWN TO US, LORD JESUS                        ACS Setting 12 

 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine. Know that if 
you only take the bread that you have fully communed. If you are receiving communion alone, we extend to 
you: The body of Christ given for you. And the blood of Christ shed for you. If you are taking communion 
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with others, give the bread to the person sitting next to you and say, “The body of Christ given for 
you.” Then, giving the wine/grape juice say, “And the blood of Christ shed for you.”  
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen.  
 
 

THE PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of 

life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                   That Easter Day with Joy was Bright                                 ELW 384 v. 1, 2, 4

 
 

DISMISSAL 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE         I Know That My Redeemer Lives                      arr.  Michael Burkhardt 
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     ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩      ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩      ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩     ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩     ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ ☩ 
 

The eternal candle for the month of April is sponsored by Kathy Meiers to the glory of God 
 

The altar flowers today are presented by Julie Moessner to the glory of God in the honor of Kirsten (Moessner) 
Fory’s upcoming birthday 

 

Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s 
 

Pastor: Rev. Scott E. Zimmerer, cell 214-918-4444                        szmmrr@gmail.com 
Pastor: Rev. Emily Ebert, cell 614-266-3300                               pastoremily@stmatthewsva.org 
Music/Choir Director: Kathy Lundgren                                klundgren@stmatthewsva.org 
Organist: Melvin Goodwyn                                          mmgoodwyn@gmail.com 
Administrator: Nancy Zimmerman                  stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org 
Communications Coordinator: Annie Larson                 communications@stmatthewsva.org 
Ushers: Dave & Barb Carr 
Lector: Dave Carr 
Tech Volunteers: Mike Mazzucchi, Lacey Minihan (Michael Stachour – trainee), Chris Moessner (Melody 
Stachour – trainee) 

 
Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SB130973; Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 
LICENSE with license #A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 

20449989 Size B. All rights reserved. 
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