INTRODUCTION

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen
Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn
within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is poured. The
story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day.

PRELUDE Day of Arising arr. Nancy Raabe

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

P: As always, Jesus invites all of us to the table for Holy Communion, but today is a special day! Some of us
have completed instruction about what Holy Communion means and will be celebrating the meal for the first
time today.

Please join me in affirming the ways Jesus showed God’s love.
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P: Jesus showed God’s love in many ways:
C: welcoming children,

P: forgiving sinners,

C: healing sick people

P: teaching God'’s love,

C: helping poor and hungry people.

P: Jesus was friends with people who were hated, made fun of, and treated badly. One of the ways Jesus

showed love was
C: by sharing food!
P: Yes!

INVOCATION
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

GATHERING HYMN  -Please stand
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

sound-ing

ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.

to save.
Joy.

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
C: And also with you.



NOW THE FEAST
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all things new.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our

faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
-Please share a sign of peace with those around you

-Please be seated



FIRST READING Acts 2:143, 36-41
A reading from Acts, the second chapter...
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], “Therefore let the entire house of
Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles,
“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is
for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he
testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt
generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons
were added.

The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:17-23
A reading from the first letter of Peter, the first chapter...
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear
during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your
ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a
lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the
end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and
gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love,
love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable
seed, through the living and enduring word of God.

The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Luke 24:13-35
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 24tchapter ... C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their
eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while
you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him,
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these
days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our
group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there,
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.”
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?”
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the
scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he
went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said
to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was
opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to
them in the breaking of the bread.

Holy Words, Holy Wisdom. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Gretchen Wilcox

MESSAGE Rev. Kirsten Laderach



HYMN OF THE DAY

-Please stand

Day of Arising ELW 374
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there Christ is with us in bread and wine.
that all cre - a - tion with you may rise.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Music: RAABE, Carl E Schalk, b. 1929
Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

-Please stand, sit, or kneel for the prayers
P: United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

-A brief silence.

A: Ever-present God, you make yourself known in the breaking of the bread and in the bonds of community.
Reveal yourself to us in the faces of all we meet. Strengthened by your body and blood, let us boldly live out

your good news.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: As we know you in the breaking of the bread, we know you in the grains of the field and the flowing waters.
Care for the earth you lovingly create. Strengthen those who safeguard threatened land and water.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



A: You are the authority to whom we dedicate our lives. Help us keep the needs of those most vulnerable at
the forefront of our community. Move us to care for any who are disregarded or oppressed.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: Mothering God, you feed and comfort those who hunger. Open the hearts of those who hoard resources
and lead them to share your abundance. We pray for anyone hungering for your comforting presence this day
(especially).

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: You pour out your love on those who are oppressed. Support and comfort anyone who is marginalized by
gender or sexuality and those whose stories are not believed. Form this community to listen faithfully and
speak honestly in our ministry together.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A: We remember with thanksgiving all your beloved saints. As you have raised them to eternal life, abide with
us in your promise of resurrection.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

P: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal
God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

OFFERING We give thanks to God by offering the gifts we have been given for the sake of the world. We
invite you to place your donations in the plate as it is passed. Donations can also be made online at
stmatthewsva.org/give. Your offerings go toward the mission of the church and allow us to respond to the
needs of our congregation and community locally, nationally, and internationally.

OFFERTORY Humbly | Adore Thee Joe Cox
Senior Choir



OFFERING SONG -Please stand
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all cre - a - tion shares this feast with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Gracious God,

C: in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

: The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise
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P: Itisindeed our work and joy that at all times and places we offer thanks and praise to you O God, through
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of life renewed. And so, this morning we join with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven. We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection
and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your
Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the
forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
P: Today our community of faith celebrates with the following people who join in sharing the meal of Holy
Communion: Nico Block, Jilly Hata, Lizzie Poirier, Alex Stroschein, and Matt Stroschein.

P: Let us welcome our friends to Holy Communion.

C: Welcome to Jesus’ table!

We rejoice with you and thank God for you!

Enjoy this meal that strengthens us to live as Jesus did.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come and know Christ,
broken and poured out for you.

COMMUNION -Please be seated

All who believe Jesus is present in this sacrament are invited to receive the bread and wine. Communion will be
distributed at the altar rail; when invited by an usher, please come forward and kneel at the altar to receive the
bread and wine. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available. Know that if you only take the bread that
you have fully communed. Whether you are receiving communion at in-person worship or if you are receiving
communion at home, we extend to you: The body of Christ given for you. And the blood of Christ shed for

you.
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COMMUNION HYMNS
Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Je -sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952
Music: CAMROSE, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
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COMMUNION BLESSING
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN -Please stand
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House



BLESSING
P: The God of all,

who raised *F Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE* Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen arr. Ronald Nelson

*During the postlude, you are invited to exit the sanctuary or sit and enjoy the musical offering.

+++++ +++++ HEFEE

Ministers: ALL the People of St. Matthew’s

Interim Pastor: Rev. Kirsten Laderach kladerach@stmatthewsva.org
Director of Music: Kathy Lundgren klundgren@stmatthewsva.org
Organist: Melvin Goodwyn organist@stmatthewsva.org
Administrative Assistant: Patti Hinson stmatthews@stmatthewsva.org

Tech Volunteers: Zoey Wise, Bryn Cina, Joyce Forbes, Kate Strand
Lector: Pat Hartline
Ushers: Dave Carr

Church Council Members:

Gaye DeCesare — President Keith Kuhn — Finance & Stewardship Chair
Gretchen Wilcox — Christian Education Chair Dick Gullickson — Secretary, Fellowship Chair
Angela Allen — Evangelism Chair Emily Hess — Day School Chair

Bruce Leiby — Vice President, Property Chair Denise Riley — Worship & Music Chair

Mark Victorson — Social Ministry Chair Darryl Lundgren — Treasurer

Pat Hartline — Financial Secretary

We welcome children of all ages to engage in worship with us.
If you find you need to step out, we have an unstaffed nursery located in the office hallway past the restrooms.
We ask parents to please remain with your children.



+++++ +++++ +F++++

For more announcements and upcoming events, please go to our website at www.stmatthewsva.org

Happening Today — Join us for cake after the service this morning to congratulate Lizzie, Nico, Jilly, Matt, and
Alex on their First Communion! Sunday School meets after the worship service—Children PreK through 5
Grade meet upstairs in the Blue Room; Confirmation Class, 6-8th Grades, meets upstairs in Rooms 9 and 10.

Mark Victorson will be leading Adult Bible Study in the Conference Room, discussing what is called the
Synoptic Problem which asks the question, "What is the literary relationship among the Gospels according to
Matthew, Mark, and Luke?" The Gospel of John is excluded, because it is so different from the other three,
which raises its own questions.

Ongoing — Community registration for St. Matthew’s Day School for the 2023-24 school year has begun! See
dayschool.us for more information and spread the word!

APRIL 21 - Family Fun Night, 5:30-7:00. Join us for a family-friendly evening of singing, moon bounces, food
trucks, and more!

APRIL 27 - Fellowship Luncheon. 11:30AM. Enjoy lunch and fellowship at the Olive Garden. RSVP on the St.
Matthew’s SignUp Genius.

APRIL 29 - Join us in reading through the complete Gospel of John! We'll start the reading at 10:00AM and
break midway for soup and fellowship in the Narthex. The reading will likely wrap up at around 2:00PM.
You're invited to sign up on the St. Matthew’s SignUp Genius to read one or more chapters and/or bring soup
or bread to share.

Texts and music of liturgy: Copyright Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB130973;
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723531. All rights reserved. CCLI Copyright
License 20449972 Size B and CCLI Active Streaming License 20449989 Size B. All rights reserved. Liturgy adapted from writings by Thom Shumer and liturgies
From “Sundays and Seasons”.



